
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Geography is a subject that 

all children love, sometimes 

without even realising!  

At St. Joseph’s we are 

embarking on a mission to 

raise the profile of the subject; 

to embed knowledge of the 

key strands of the subject 

that will equip the children 

as they move on to secondary 

school; to raise awareness 

amongst adults and carers 

of what the subject 

encompasses and to inspire a 

new generation of 

geographers! 

 

Children have access to physical resources, such as maps, globes and atlases. 

We also use Digimaps so the children can experience mapping digitally. 

Links are made with class novels to different global locations and diverse 

social and economic settings. Opportunities are also found within historical 

enquiry and focus weeks – such as Fairtrade to continually reinforce location 

and place knowledge. The children in KS1 explore our local environment and 

further afield in Yorkshire by KS2. The progression in learning ensures that 

by revisiting and developing geographical knowledge year on year, key skills 

and facts are securely embedded in the children’s long-term memory. 

The children engage in lessons that form a coherent 

progression through the key stages. Training and support 

are given to staff to ensure that they have the confidence to 

promote a love of the subject as well as a comprehensive 

understanding of it. Lessons reflect the topic, and much is 

made of opportunities for outdoor learning wherever possible. 

From Early Years, the 

children begin to learn 

about our world and the 

language of people and 

place. They develop the 

vocabulary of community 

and global location 

through a multi – media 

approach of story-telling 

and factual research. Their 

RE work brings together 

this understanding of 

different places with an 

understanding of 

different communities.  

The study of Geography leads not only to the 

understanding of our place in the physical world, but 

also places our community within a cultural, 

religious and economic framework. The children 

learn to contextualise our society, initially on a local 

and national scale, culminating in detailed 

comparisons with international communities by 

Year 6. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children have access to atlases and maps. They also have resource 

boxes which include photographs, books and objects that reflect the 

region they are learning about. Use is made of the internet, with the 

children accessing Digimaps and Google Earth through iPads. 

Fieldtrips are planned to support with the learning of local and 

regional geography. Knowledge organisers are distributed with the 

key factual learning points for each unit. The subject is taught in a 

2-year cycle, with 9 units in Cycle A and 7 in Cycle B. 

 

In class the children are encouraged to work with a talking partner 

or in small groups, where discussion allows them to share factual 

and anecdotal knowledge about the topic. They can work 

independently in fact and research gathering lessons, using iPads 

and the library. Homework tasks are also shared, and opportunities 

given to explore this further learning. 

Outside of the classroom, either on or off site, the children again 

work together to discover and explore the subject in more detail. 

 

 

All Geography units, where possible, include outdoor learning. In 

EYFS the children explore their outdoor environment and the school 

grounds. In KS1 the children reinforce this knowledge and extend it 

by applying the mapping skills learned to a walk through the local 

town and a visit to our local park. In KS2, they undertake day trips 

and residentials within our local region of Yorkshire and further 

layer their skills of understanding our human and physical 

environment. 

 

Geography is often brought into a number of other subjects. The children 

learn about the geography of a region when learning its history. 

Mathematical skills are used when producing weather charts or recording 

any data gathering. The children explore different biomes and reflect this 

in artwork. They learn about different cultural and regional music 

types. They produce food from different countries within DT. As part of 

RE, they learn about Fairtrade and the countries that are involved. From 

Early Years, the children develop a thorough understanding of their own 

community, allowing them to make comparisons with other 

communities that are culturally and as well as spatially different. 



 

 At St Joseph’s the children are 

assessed in a number of ways: 

At the start of every topic the 

children are given a pre-assessment 

and at the end a post assessment to 

track their progress within that 

topic. 

Homework tasks are used to allow 

for deeper research into topic areas. 

During every lesson children’s work 

is assessed through the use of 

questioning and prompts verbal 

feedback. Marking then supports 

the child’s next steps learning along 

with addressing misconceptions.  

Assessment is made in line with the 

four key strands of the subject, as 

laid out in the National 

Curriculum. This is to ensure 

progress is shown in both 

geographical knowledge and 

geographical skills.  

Children’s attainment is reported to 

parents at the end of the year in the 

school report.    

 

 

The subject leader takes 

responsibility for: 

Providing the intent and action 

plan to deliver the subject. 

Monitoring the subject’s planning 

and delivery and identifying 

areas for development. 

Supporting staff with training 

and coaching. 

Analysing assessment data and 

the children’s work, to ensure all 

pupils are making at least good 

progress in both knowledge and 

skills. 

Providing opportunities for both 

staff and children to provide 

feedback on their learning. 

Reporting to the Governors with 

regards to the progress of the 

children and the development of 

the subject within the school. 

Encouraging the love of 

Geography throughout the school. 

 

 

Geography is topical, relevant and constantly 

evolving. As a result, the subject leader is 

continually assessing the relevance of the content 

of the curriculum and updating it to reflect issues 

and developments within our local, national and 

international community.  

Feedback from children, parents and the teaching 

staff is evaluated to ensure that the subject 

continues to excite, inspire and inform and that 

this is reflected in the action plan. 


