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St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School
Prayer and Liturgy Policy

Mission Statement:

Journeying with Christ through
Love Compassion and Humility

As a family, we journey together with Christ,
to learn, help, play and pray
with love, compassion and humility.

School Motto ‘Facta Non Verba’
Status:

The Nature of Prayer and Liturgy

At St Josephs’s we believe that Celebration of the Word in a Catholic School is an opportunity for
the proclamation of the scriptures and a congregational response. It is a moment for God to speak
to his people through the scriptures. We are in turn called to action which may be through praise,
thanksgiving or acknowledgement of the need to change. God speaks and we listen and respond.

Statement of requirement

The purpose of this policy is to provide a framework through which the school expresses its prayer
and liturgical life. The governors recognise their responsibility to nurture and support the prayer
and liturgical life of the children and the school community.

We recognise that young children have a natural aptitude for prayer and liturgy. They are open to
God. They respond in joy, wonder, anger, disappointment and elation to the world around them.
The prayer and liturgical life of the school will be celebrated collectively as well as individually,
silently as well as in words, joyfully as well as solemnly.

We endorse the belief that prayer and liturgy take into account the religious and educational needs
of all who share in it:

e Those who form part of the worshipping community in Church

e Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of Church

e Those from other Christian traditions — or none

e Those from other faith backgrounds

It will be an educational or experience to which all can contribute and from which all can gain.
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“The celebration of Catholic liturgies and prayers as an integral part of the learning and
teaching should enable the school community to become reflective, experience the
presence of God and should develop a mature spiritual life.”

Marcus Stock (2012), Christ at the Centre, Catholic Truth Society, 23.

Legal Requirements

We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship (prayer and
liturgy) for all pupils. (Section 70, 1988 Education Act) that is in accordance with the rites,
practices, disciplines, and liturgical norms of the Catholic Church (School Standards and
Framework Act 1998, schedule 20; Instrument of Government, clause 2)

Academies in England are required by their funding agreement and Articles of Association to
comply with similar requirements (The Mainstream Academy and Free School: Supplemental
Funding Agreement, December 2020; Model Articles for Catholic Academies, February 2019).

The law requires all maintained schools to recognise and respect that parents have the legal right
to withdraw their children up to the age of 16 from prayer and liturgy (School Standards and
Framework Act 1998, s.71(1A)).

The school’s provision for prayer and liturgy will fulfil pupils’ entittlement to experience the range
of liturgical treasures of the Church, including a shared repertoire of prayers and liturgical music
with which pupils in the school will be familiar.

Prayer and liturgy are not designated curriculum time. In the context of the Catholic school, this
means that times of prayer and liturgy are not considered to be part of the allocation of curriculum
time for Religious Education.

The Aims of Celebration of the Word

We believe that Celebration of the word in our school provides an opportunity for staff and pupils
to experience the richness and diversity of the Church’s prayer and liturgy. It supports children and
staff in their role as a Christians to join Christ in offering prayer and worship to the Father, to know
and understand God’s world and to model our lives on Christ.

In supporting this need we aim to provide the opportunity for all pupils and staff:

To develop a personal relationship with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
To contemplate something of the mystery of God

To reflect on spiritual and moral issues

To explore their own beliefs

To respond to and celebrate life

To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit

To develop a common ethos and shared values

To enrich religious experience

To grow in liturgical understanding and development

To reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition

To reinforce positive attitudes

To participate fully

To take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to.’
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Principles

All Acts of Worship in this school will:

Provide the opportunity for interior spiritual growth

Give glory and honour to God

Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school and its Catholic character in line with
guidance for the Celebration of Masses

Give children positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and family
backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church.’

In order to do this, celebrations will:

- be kept small wherever possible or appropriate to help to personalise the experience;

- be short and appropriately paced (children’s attention span lasts in any one activity for an
average of one minute per year of life i.e., 5-6 mins. For Key Stage 1 and 7-10 mins. For
Key Stage 2 );

- be simple, including a range of experiences offered in a variety of groupings and in a variety
of settings.

At St Joseph’s Acts of worship

are detailed in the ‘Termly Plan of Provision.’

usually take place at the beginning of each day.

for 3 days of the week these are classed based and with the class teacher carrying out 2 and
the children leading one of them.

3 child led zoom sessions per half term are shared on a zoom link with two other schools in the
trust. The children link with children in the same year group in other schools.

Two days of the week there is a whole school Celebration of the word, one carried out by the
Headteacher on a Monday (this is based on the Gospel reading from the previous Sunday) and
the second before the achievement assembly which is based on the current virtue

There may well be additional whole school worships for special occasions e.g. Harvest festival,
Armistice Day, feast days.

The Place of Celebration of the Word in the Life of our School

We endorse the belief that Celebration of the word takes into account the religious and
educational needs of all who share in it:

Those who form part of the worshipping community in church

Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of church
Those from other Christian traditions — or none

Those from other faith backgrounds.

It is an opportunity for spiritual growth to which all can contribute and from which all can gain.
Worship in this school is more than just a legal requirement. It is an integral part of school life and
central to the Catholic tradition.

Prayer and Celebrations of the Word

' Directory for Masses with Children, paragraph 9.
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Prayer is the ‘lifting up of the heart and mind to God’ which means it involves our whole

person. As the time to allotted prayer lengthens and the number of people involved grows, there
is a corresponding need for more formal structures which give way to Celebrations of the Word.
Celebrations of the Word are created by the school community and not taken directly from
liturgical books of the Church. Celebrations of the Word may draw on elements of the liturgy
(texts, symbols, gestures) which help to reinforce their Catholic nature, but they can be used with
greater creative freedom than the liturgy itself. These celebrations can take many forms but the
common element is the proclamation of Scripture - the Word of God.

Liturgy

The most familiar form of the liturgy celebrated in school are the Mass and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. A set structure is to be followed with certain words spoken, gestures to be
performed and symbols to be used as stated in the Roman Missal and the Lectionary.

Different types of Prayer and Liturgy

There are many different types of Prayer and Liturgy which children will experience:
e Private Prayer — to pray alone. This is very important as it is a time when we can personally
connect with God.
e Public Prayer — to pray with others. This is when more than one person participates in
prayer together.
e Meditation — this could be based on a scripture passage, on art or music, or on a
word/phrase.
e Traditional set prayers — these will include prayers of intercession to Mary, to saints and to
angels
e Speaking to God - through own “made up” composed prayers by the children and as
ongoing/momentary conversation/speaking to God
Celebrations of the Word - Gather, Word, Respond and Send
Singing Liturgies
Use of the Prayer Garden
Procession (e.g. May Procession and Corpus Christi Procession)
Services of Reconciliation
The Celebration of Mass
Sacramental Celebrations - First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and Confirmation

The Planning, Content and Delivery of Celebrations of the Word at St Joseph’s

Celebration of the word is planned:

e following a structure with reference to the Church’s seasons, ‘The Virtues to Live By’,
significant dates and the curriculum.

e Planning follows the four-part structure of gather, word, response and send. Planning sheet
scaffold provided.

e The celebration of the word is built around the proclamation of the scripture which is never
replaced by other texts.

e involving consultation with appropriate parties and reference to school aims and policies

e with flexibility to respond to changing situations within the school and the wider community

e to develop in pupils skills that enable them to prepare, organise and lead worship.
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e Every effort is made to make the space where Celebration of the Word is celebrated feel
sacred. This will include an altar, lighting, music and organisation of the children in the space.
e There is a progressive plan in place to support children from reception in Child-Led Worship

All children are supported in their liturgical formation to take an active role in planning, preparation
and leading a Celebration of the Word during the school year. Children leading the Celebration of
the Word are given time to support with planning and delivery.

Pupil leadership in The Celebration of the Word will increase as the child progresses through the
school. The identified benchmarks are as follows:

Reception
1. Pupils choose from a selection of items to contribute to collective worship preparation.

Key Stage One

1. Pupils choose from a selection of items to contribute to collective worship preparation.

2. They may choose one of the four elements of worship to lead, e.g. they may lead the ‘Word’
section.

3. The children may also choose a hymn to sing.

Lower Key Stage Two

This builds from the start of year 3 where they can plan and lead one section, to the end of Year 4
when they are able to plan all four sections of worship. It is still expected within this that the
children are supported in selecting e.g. prayers, readings and focal points for their worship.

Upper Key Stage Two

The children can plan and lead all elements of collective worship. It may still be appropriate for the
class teacher to model parts of the worship, e.g. an effective ‘witness’ section, but overall children
are confident in their delivery.

All present at the Celebration of the word are invited:

1. To be present: pupils bring themselves to the celebration, with all that is going on in their lives
and in the world.

2. To experience: to engage in what is happening through the senses.

3. To reflect: to ask what has been experienced, and what it means to their lives.

4. To respond: to ask how to take forward what has been experienced into living a good life.

Pupils are given the opportunity at the end of ‘The Celebration of the Word’ to evaluate how it has
helped them to become closer to God.

Pupils of other faith traditions are invited to share these actions. Though they are unable to join in
prayers, songs, and responses which are grounded in the Christian tradition, they can support the
prayers of others through their respectful presence.

Chaplaincy

Children are supported in their proclamation of the word to ensure that they understand the
meaning of the scripture, and that this comes through in their reading.

Staff are accompanied in the delivery of class masses or whole school assemblies where they are
feeling uncertain. Staff are provided with a scaffolded planning sheet to support with Child led
worship.

Staff of a different faith tradition or no faith are supported to ensure that the class experiences an

authentic Celebration of the Word.
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Induction on prayer and liturgy takes place for new members of staff as required
Recording
Celebration of the word is recorded:

on an Annual Calendar of events

on a powerpoint for the whole school celebrations

in the Class Celebration of the Word Planning Folders.

on the Annual Plan of Provision.

through the use of Celebration of the Word planners (see appendix A for the Celebration of the
Word planner used by staff and children).

Equal Opportunities

A policy for equal opportunities exists and is followed in the school. All children will be given the
same opportunity to take part in the prayer life of the school.

Parental Engagement

A copy of all the prayers to be taught in school will be made available to all parents (on paper
request and through the school website) so that they can reinforce the use of these prayers at
home.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The school’s provision of prayer and liturgy will be monitored and evaluated regularly, and at least
annually, to consider whether it meets the needs of all pupils and provides sufficient opportunity
for spiritual growth and a variety of Catholic prayer experiences. The progress pupils are making in
planning and leading worship will also be evaluated.

It will involve all key stakeholders: pupils, parents, staff, clergy, and governors. Areas for
development will be identified and issues raised will be actioned and evidenced as appropriate.

Monitoring of prayer and liturgy is reported to the headteacher and governing body to support
whole-school.

Resources

Prayer and liturgy are central to the school’s understanding of itself as a Catholic school, and this
is reflected in the annual budget allocation and available resources, including staff time, chaplaincy
provision, and dedicated spaces for prayer and liturgy. The Catholic character of the school is
reflected in religious artefacts and images on display throughout the building. Dedicated spaces for
prayer and liturgy will be furnished and maintained as such, and updated to reflect the Church’s
liturgical season. Staff training and formation costs will be funded separately to ensure that all
staff are able to fulfil their responsibility to contribute to the prayer and liturgical life of the school.

Training and Formation

All new staff will be supported during induction and beyond, so that they fully understand the
responsibility they carry within their individual role for leading Celebration of the Word in the
school. Any individual training needs will be identified and addressed through training and
formation. There will also be the opportunity for whole-staff professional development at least once
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a year, so that all staff understand the importance of Celebration of the word and relevant staff are
well supported to lead as required.

Responsibility
(a) Governance

The governors, as guardians of the Catholic school’s life and mission, have a responsibility to
ensure that:

« prayer and liturgy are central to the Catholic life of the school and therefore are in line with the
guidance set out by the Prayer and Liturgy Directory

» Joanna McDonald and Elizabeth Lock are the governor responsible for prayer and liturgy in the
school

« the prayer and liturgy policy is updated regularly and shared with all stakeholders

* there is a budget for prayer and liturgy that reflects its centrality to the life of a Catholic school.

(b) Headteacher

Clare Barker (Headteacher), as the spiritual leader of the school as a Catholic community, ensures
that:

* prayer and liturgy are central to the Catholic life of the school and therefore are in line with the
guidance set out by the Prayer and Liturgy Directory

» works in partnership with the leader(s) for prayer and liturgy

* those responsible for prayer and liturgy in the school have been given appropriate training and
formation to ensure that all guidance is followed and adhered to

* there are suitable resources for prayer and liturgy in the school.

The Co-ordinator for Prayer and Liturgy

The Co-ordinator is Sharon Ford. She ensures that:

e prayer and liturgy are central to the Catholic life of the school and therefore are in line with the
guidance set out by the Prayer and Liturgy Directory

e There is an Annual Plan of Provision for prayer and liturgy across the school year which
identifies liturgical seasons and key celebrations, as well as opportunities for the celebration of
the Sacraments.

e There is daily planned prayer for all pupils, appropriate to age and ability, as outlined in the
Prayer and Liturgy Directory

e Pupils are supported in their liturgical formation to take an active role in the planning,
preparation, and delivery of prayer and liturgy according to their age and capacity, and in a
manner which facilitates their progressive participation

e Resources to support the planning of prayer and liturgy are appropriate and readily available to
staff and pupils
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e induction on prayer and liturgy takes place for new members of staff as required
o staff have access to effective training and formation opportunities

e monitoring and evaluation of prayer and liturgy take place regularly and feed back into planning
for future liturgies

e monitoring of prayer and liturgy is reported to the headteacher and governing body to support
whole-school development and the Catholic life of the school

e there is collaboration with local clergy and parishes

e liaison with the Diocesan Advisory Service and others is maintained to ensure they keep
updated with best practice.

Policy Monitoring and Review

This policy is monitored by the Celebration of the Word Co-ordinator and is evaluated and
reviewed by the whole school staff and governors every two years. The Foundation Governors in
particular will play a most important role.

Review
The staff and governing body will review this policy in

Monitoring
The effectiveness of this policy will be monitored in line with the school's monitoring and reviewing
of school policy procedures.

Any questions regarding this policy should be directed to Mrs Wraithmell or Miss Ford who lead
RE, Catholic Life and Celebration of the Word at this time.

Date of policy implementation:
Date of next review:
Signed (Chair of Governing Body) ........ccouiiiiiiii

Signed (Headteacher) ... ...
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Appendix 1 - Celebration of the Word Planners
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Focal Paint What we will need: Epiphany ond
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b lji”i - Prayer book - Prayer dice - Rosary beods - Picture
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. +  Liturgical calendar - Ordinary fimes Advert/ Epiphany sLent/
Bastertide Penfecost
Creating the How will you create the right mood/ atmosphere as people gather fo worship? Howr wil] you
maad direct peaple
. as they gatkes
Music: and prepare
Lighting: Lights of f them far
Seating: Sitting in their seatss Sitting in a circles standing in a circle warship?
THE ACT OF WORSHIFP
GATHER Welcome to our celebration of the word. I invite vou to make the sign of the
cross. The Theme this wesk is
. 3
e v Azk some guestions linking 1o the theme:
A ]
WORD Frocesszion of The Bible -Let us greet the Sospel by singing Alleluia or Praise to | What
vou, O Christ, king of eternal glory! promptd/preps
Choose ore from below to introduce the reading: will you use
including IETR
This readirg is from the book of :::1 :'" uE
This reading is from the letter of 51 Paul fo the b
odly play
Actingd role
This is @ reading from the Holy Sospel according to ploy
Image on the
board

Stand during
the reading of a
Gospel.

The Word of the Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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RESPOMD This story shows...

SEMD

Questions for the children to think cbout_

How will you respord to the word in a prayerful way?

Five finger prayer | Holding cross - Traditional pravers
Paem Meditation - Reflective task
Dance Bible journalling

- Ofher

What Hymn will you sing:

What praver will you share?

Chooze a prayer from the School Prayer Booklet.

Together we will say

We are sending you out this week to ...

Tirvite you to make the sign of the cross.

Journeying with Christ through love, compassion and humility.
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Appendix 2 Prayer Experiences

Pupils are introduced to a variety of forms and styles of prayer, which are developed in ways
which are appropriate to their age and stage of development.

Type: Example:
Praying the psalms ‘I thank you for the wonder of my being’ [Psalm 139]
Traditional prayers Glory be to the Father, Our Father, Hail Mary

Repetitive prayer [mantra] ‘Jesus, I love you’, repeated several times, slowly

Meditation Scripture reflection with use of imagination

Bodily prayer raising hands in praise, bowing, dancing, genuflecting

Prayer of the heart stillness to listen to God: ‘Be still and know that | am God.’
Contemplation looking at trees, a sunset, an icon etc.

Gestures the sign of the cross, the sign of peace

Hymns traditional and modern hymns

Music listening to quiet, reflective music

Litanies For all creation: Thanks be to God

Processions Gospel procession with sung ‘alleluia’

Prayer services and liturgies formal and spontaneous prayer using holy water, candles,

incense and other symbols

Celebrations prayer, song, sharing food and drink, celebrating work done
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